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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 1. GENERAL
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

1.1 AUTHORITY

1.1.1  Theaction of the Lake Charles, Louisiana in the adoption of this Code as an overlay
district is authorized under;
{a) The Constitution of the State of Louisiana
{b) Louisiana law and
(c) The Charter of the City of Lake Charles and the Zoning Ordinance of the City
of Lake Charles, Louisiana Section 1-101 et seq,, as amended.

112  This Code was adopted by and amended by vote of the City Council of Lake Charles,
Louisiana {the “City Council")

113  This Code was adopted to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana and its citizens by enabling the purposes set forth
in Section 1.2 of this Code.

1.2 PURPOSE
The purpose of this Code is to enable, encourage and qualify the implementation
of the following policies:
121 The Region
a. Thatthe region should retain its natural infrastructure and visual character derived
from topography, woodlands, farmlands, riparian corridors and coastlines.
b. That growth strategies should encourage Infill and redevelopment in parity with
new communities.
¢. That development contiguous to urban areas should be structured in the Neigh-
borhood pattern and be integrated with the existing urban pattern.
d. Thatdevelopment non-contiguous to urban areas should be organized in the pat-
tern of clusters, traditional Neighborhoods or Villages, and Regional Centers.
e. That affordable housing should be distributed throughout the region to match
job opportunities and to avoid concentrations of poverty.
f. That transportation corridors should be planned and reserved in coordination
with land use.
g. That green corridors should be used to define and connect the urbanized ar-
eas.
h. That the region should include a framework of transit, pedestrian, and bicycle
systems that provide alternatives to the automobile.
1.2.2  The Community
a. That Neighborhoods and Regional Centers should be compact, pedestrian-oriented
and mixed-use.
b. That Neighborhoods and Regional Centers should be the preferred pattern of de-
velopment and that districts specializing in single-use should be the exception.
¢. That ordinary activities of daily living should occur within walking distance of
most dwellings, allowing independence fo those who do not drive.
d. That interconnected networks of Thoroughfares should be designed to disperse
and reduce the length of automabile trips.
e. That within Neighborhoods, a range of housing Types and price levels should
be provided to accommodate diverse ages and incomes.
f. That appropriate building Densities and land uses should be provided within
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

123

1.3
1.3.1

1.3.2

1.33

1.34

1.3.5

walking distance of transit stops.

g. That Civic, institutional, and Commercial activity should be embedded in Down-
towns, not isolated in remote single-use complexes.

h. That schools should be sized and located to enabie children to walk or bicycle
to them.

i. That a range of open space including parks, squares, and playgrounds should
be distributed within Neighborhoods and urban center zones.

The Block and the Building

a. That buildings and landscaping should contribute to the physical definition of
Thoroughfares as Cvic places.

b. That development should adequately accommodate automobiles while respecting
the pedestrian and the spatial form of public space.

¢. That the design of streets and buildings should reinforce safe environments, but
not at the expense of accessibility.

d. That architecfure and landscape design should grow from lecal climate, topog-
raphy, history, and building practice.

e. That buildings should provide their inhabitants with a clear sense of geography
and climate through energy efficient methods.

f. That Civic Buildings and public gathering ptaces should be provided locations
that reinforce community identity and support self-government.

g. That Civic Buildings should be distinctive and appropriate to a role more important
than the other buildings that constitute the fabric of the city.

h. That the preservation and renewal of histaric buildings should be facilifated to
affirm the confinuity and evolution of society.

i. That the harmonious and orderly evolution of urban areas should be secured
through graphic codes that serve as guides for change.

APPLICABILITY

Provisions of this Code are activated by "shall" when required; "should" when
recommended; and "may" when optional.

The provisions of this Code, when in conflict, shall take precedence over those
of other codes, ardinances, regulations and standards except the existing City of
L.ake Charles City of Lake Chartes Fire/Life Safety and Building, Construction, and
Occupancy Codes (the “Local Health and Safety Codes”).

The existing City of Lake Charles Zoning Ordinance and Development Regula-
tions (the “Existing Local Development Codes”) shall confinue to be applicable to
applications not covered by this Code.

Terms used throughout this Code shall be afferded their commonly accepted mean-
ings except when defined in Articles 1-3 or in the Article 4 Definitions of Terms. In
the event of conflicts between the definitions in this Code and those of the Existing
Local Development Codes, the definitions of this Code shall take precedence.
The Article 4 Definitions of Terms contains regulatory language that is integral to
this Code. Capitalized Terms in this Code may refer to definitions in Articles 1-3 or
to Article 4 Definitions of Terms.

© Duavy Pasee-Tazae & Convar
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 1. GENERAL
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

14 PROCESS

141  [Reserved]

142 [Reserved|

14.3  The Depariment of Planning & Economic Development {the “Planning Office”) shall
include the Lake Charles Downtown Development Authority ( DDA} as designated
by Ordinance No. 11646, The DDA shall expedite the permitting process by provid-
ing a single interface between the developer and the City of Lake Charles.

144  Anowner or developer may appeal a decision of the DDA to the Planning Commis-
sion and may appeal a decision of the Planning Commission to the City Council.

145  Should a violation of an approved plan occur during construction, the Director of
the Planning Office has the right to require the owner or developer to stop, remove,
andfor mitigate the violation, or to require the owner or developer to secure a Vari-
ance fo cover the violation.

146  Upon approval by the DDA, a Building Scale Plan shall, upon a written request
being submitted fo the DDA by the owner or developer or their agent, be placed on
the next available agenda for final plat approval by the Planning Commission.

1.5 WARRANTS AND VARIANCES

15,1 There shall be two levels of deviation from the requirements of this Code: War-
rants and Variances. Whether a deviation requires a Warrant or a Variance shall
be determined pursuant regulations promulgated by the DDA,

152  AWarrantis a ruling that would permit a practice that is not consistent with a specific
provision of this Code but is justified by the provisions of Purpose Section 1.2. The
DDA shall have the authority fo administratively to approve or disapprove a request
for a Warrant pursuant to regulations promulgated by the BDA.

153  A\Variance is any ruling on a deviation other than a Warrant. Variances shail be
granted only in accordance with the procedures set out in Existing Local Develop-
ment Codes.

1.54  The request for a Variance shall not subject the entire application to the procedures
set forth in the Existing Local Development Codes, but only that portion necessary
to rule on the specific issue under consideration for a Variance.

155 [RESERVED}

156  The following standards and requirements shall not be available for Warrants or
Variances:

a. The allocation ratios of each Transect Zone.

b. The maximum dimensions of traffic lanes.

¢. The required provisicn of Alleys and Rear Lanes.
d. The minimum Residential Densities.

e. The permission to build ancillary apartments.

f. The requirements of parking [ocation.

B5

© Doany Pusice-Tigear & Coweany



BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

1.6 INCENTIVES
16.1  Toencourage the use of this Cade, the following incentives are hereby granied to
the extent not prohibited by or in conflict with applicable law:
a. Applications under this Code shall be processed administratively rather than
through public hearing.
b. Applications under this Code shall be processed with priority over others under
the Existing Local Development Codes with prior filing dates.

& Duweiy Puge-Duseme & Comenr
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

2.1
211

212

213
214

215

2.2
221

222

2.3
231

INSTRUCTIONS
Lots and buildings located within a Community Plan subject to this Code shail be
subject to the requirements of this Article.
An owner or a developer may have site and building plans prepared on their
behalf.
Owners and developers require administrative approval by the DDA.
The requirements described in this Article shall contral the Disposition, Configuration
and Function of buildings, as well as their architectural, landscape, parking, and
signage standards.
Applications submitted under this Article shall show the following, in compliance
with the standards described in this Article:
a. For preliminary site and building approval:
* Building Disposition
+ Building Configuration
« Building Function
+ parking standards
b. For final approval, in addition to the above:
« architectural standards
s landscape standards
+ signage standards
» Special Requirements (see Section 2.8)

ZONE DESIGNATIONS FOR REGULATING PLAN

The legend on the map set forth below (See Section 2.2.2) illustrates the zone
and other applicable designations for the regulating plan for the Lakefront Down-
town Development District.

Map of Zone and other designations for the Lakefront Downtown Development
District.

SPECIFIC TO SUB-URBAN TRANSECT ZONE (T3)

Building Disposition (T3)

a. Newly platted lots shalt be dimensioned according to Section 2.3.8.

b. Buildings shall be disposed in refation to the boundaries of their lots according
to Section 2.3.8.

¢. One Principal Building at the Frontage, and one Outbuilding to the rear of the
Principal Building, may be built on each lot as shown in Table 10C.

d. Lot coverage by building shall not exceed that shown in Section 2.3.8.

e. Facades shall be built parallel to a rectilinear Principal Frontage Line or parallel
to the tangent of a curved Principal Frontage Line.

f. Setbacks for Principal Buildings shall be as shown in Section 2.3.8. Setbacks
may be adjusted by Warrant.

g. Rear Setbacks for Qutbuildings shall be a minimum of 15 feet measured from
the centerline of the Alley or Rear Lane easement. in the absence of Rear Alley
or Lane, the rear Setback shall be as shown in Section 2.3.8

h. Building Types shall be as shown in Table 2.

© Duarer PuazemZyazze B Commaen
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

i. {Reserved)

j- (Reserved)

232  Building Configuration (T3}

a. Private Frontage types shall conform to and be allocated in accordance with
Table 4 and Section 2.3.8.

h. (Reserved)

c. {Reserved)

d. Building Heights shall be as shown in Section 2.3.8.

e. {Reserved)

f. All specified Building Heights may be increased by the difference between
the actual Lot elevation and the base elevations required by applicable FEMA
standards, provided that any first level space shall be designed for use as (i)
parking or storage space set into the structure into the second and deeper Lay-
ers, concealed from view of all streets, or (i) a loggia or porch or combination
thereof, or other open-air area for recreation, relaxation or gathering,

2.33  Building Function & Density {T3)

a. Buildings in each Transect Zone shall conform fo the Functions described in
Tabies 5 or 7 and Section 2.3.8.

b. (Reserved)

2.34  Parking Standards (T3)

a. Vehicular parking shall be required and adjusted for mixed-use as shown in
Tables 5 and 6.

b. On-street parking available along the Frontage Lines that correspond to each
lot shall be counted toward the parking requirement of the building on the lot.

¢c. Maximum parking ratios may be established by the DDA.

d. Parking shall be accessed by the Alley or Rear Lane, when such are available
on the Community Plan.

¢. Parking lots shall be masked from the Frontage by a Liner Building or Streetscreen
as specified in Section 2.3.5b.

f. Open parking areas shall be located at the Second and Third Lot Layers, as
shown in Table 10D, except that Driveway aprons and drop-offs may be located
at the First Layer. Garages shall be located at the Third Layer.

a. The required parking may be provided within one-quarter mile of the site that it
serves, subject to approval by Variance.

h. (Reserved)

i. {(Reserved)

j (Reserved)

2.3.5  Architectural Standards (T3)

a. Building wall materials may be combined on each Facade only horizentally, with
the heavier below the lighter.

b. Streetscreens should be between 3.5 and 8 feet in height and constructed of
a material matching the adjacent building Facade. The Streetscreen may be
replaced by a hedge or fence by Warrant. Streetscreens shall have openings
no larger than necessary o allow automobile and pedestrian access.

c. All openings, including porches, galleries, arcades and windows, with the excep-
tion of storefronts, shall be square or vertical in proportion.

B8
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

2386

23.7

d. Openings above the first Story shall not exceed 50% of the fotal building wall
area, with each Facade being calculated independently.

e. (Reserved)

f. Doors and windows that operate as sliders are prohibited along Frontages.

g. Buildings shall have pitched roofs. Pitched roofs shall be symmetrically sloped
no less than 5:12, except that porches and attached sheds may be no less than
2:12.

h. The exterior finish material on all Facades shall be limited to brick, wood siding,
cementitious siding andfor stucco.

i. Balconies and porches shall be made of painted wood.

j. Fences, if provided at the First Layer shall be painted. Fences at the Third Layer
may be of woad board or chain fink.

Landscape Standards (T3)

a. A minimum of one tree to match the species of street trees on the Public Front-
age shall be planted within the First Layer for each 30 feet of Frontage Line as
ilustrated in Tables 10D.

b. (Reserved)

¢. (Reserved)

d. Trees shall be of various species, naturalistically clustered, as well as an un-
derstory stall below for maintenance. Lawn shall be permitted by Warrant.

Signage Standards (T3)

a. One address number no more than 6 inches measured vertically shall be at-
tached to the building in proximity to the principal entrance or at a mailbox.

b. One blade sign for each business may be permanently installed perpendicular
to the Facade. Each shall not exceed 4 square feet.

c. {Reserved)

d. There shall be no signage permitted additional to that specified in this section.

e. Signage shall not be lit.

© Daaniy Pwie-Tiaess & Covensa
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana
SECTION 2.3.8

BUILDING HEIGHT

1. Building height shall be
measured in number of stories,
excluding a raised basement, or

inhabited altic. PN
2. Each story shall not exceed e g P
14 fi. clear, flaor to ceiling. Max. i i el
3. Maximum height shall be reght | 2 > | hbgi'”"m
- i measured to the eave or reof 1= 9
(see Table 1) deck, ! 1 "
BUILDING FUNCTION (see Tables 54T} :
a.Residential - [ restricted use -
b. Lodgia'g'-_'_.j_' o] restricted use -
c. Office * 7 o+ |- restricted use”
d. Reta:l i restﬂcted use_'_:- . BU_:‘;DTG TSPO?T:ON
y 1, The facades and elevations
BUILDINGHEIGHT sed Table 3 i of princigal belldings shall be é”(
a. Prncipal Bmldmg ] ZSlones max.: distanced from the It lines as oy o T 1.
b. Qutbiiiiding I 2 staries max..: showa. [ - i
B 2. Facades shall be built alang : : Comer Lot
LOT OCCUPA%'!ON : the principat frontage to a mink- i 2fmacr C%r:smon
a. Lof Widlh - | so ft, min 1120 re max mum of 5% of its width. i i
b, Lot Covefégé -1 60% emax - ri 2411, min. [« : .
BUILD NG TYPE{see Table 2} - : 12 1. i, :q Mid-Block
a; Edgeyard © pemﬂed P i i | Condition
bjSId_egard__ - prohibited -~ !_ BT min !
c.Rearyard - L e T
d, Courtyard pmrubued :
BUILDlNG BiSPGSlTlON
a. Fronf Selback - I 2 f"f"; ' OUTBUILDING DISPOSITION
_b..Sl.de_Selb.a_ck_. — l 1211 m{n. : 1. The elevation of the out build-
c.Rear Setback - - " 12l min. ings shalt be distanced from the
d. Fromage Bm!dout i 50% min, at setback ot lines as shown.
r"“""r“‘;"!'—""'————““'t 4
i i
OUTBUILDNG DY sposnimN : i T T max 1
a. Froni Setback: -~ -1 20 & min," .~ i ) t ], | ComerLot
— — : 3 {t. min - -
b.Side Seback | 3R or6ft . ! | g " | Conditon
o RearSeback | 3R or i i H 2R H -
I I [N
! | |
FRlVATE FRONTAGE$ (see Table 4} i I MLor23fi 'i :4' Mid-Block
2 Comrr_zon Lawn .| permitted : L 2 min I'j | Condtion
b. Parch & Fence - | pemitted - i o —————— i
cTerraceor LG | prohibited - Li—i—rmm b L m e e e 4
d, Forecourt . | prehibited
e, Stoap | prohibited-
f Shopton 8 Awning | profibited: - PARKING PLACEMENT
g. Gallery - .| prehibited 1. Uncovered parking spaces
. Arcadé -] prohibited - - may be provided within the 2nd
R EERETEEEE and 3rd Layer as shown in the
Do diagram (see Table 10D). I I_._.E?‘i"_‘""“.’ﬂ'f‘i"?i. ............... -
PARKING PROVISIONS 2. Covered parking shall be i i i
SeeTables 5&6 - provided within the 3rd Layer i : i
*or 15 ft. from center line of alley as shown in the diagram (see ! : !
Table 10D). :g i :
Graphics are illustrative only. Please refer lo 3. Trash containers shalt be it M 20 i
actual melrics for sethack and height information. stored within the 3rd Layer. iz ! i
1§ | i
"N stands for any stories above those shown, | I |
up to the maximum. Refer to medrics for exact I I !
minimums and maximums. ! [ I
I;. mmmmmmmmmmmmmm L"".. ..................... -J_
" Astlayer  2nd Layer 3rd Layer > B10
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T4)

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

24
244

SPECIFIC TO GENERAL URBAN TRANSECT ZONES (T4)
Building Disposition (T4)

a. Newly platted lots shalt be dimensioned according to Section 2.4.8.
b. Buildings shall be disposed in relation to the boundaries of their lots according

to Section 24.8.

¢. One Principal Building at the Frontage, and one Outbuilding to the rear of the
Principal Building, may be built on each lot as shown in Table 10C.

d. Lot coverage by building shall not exceed that shown in Section 2.4.8.

e. Facades shall be built parallel to a rectilinear Principal Frontage Line or parailel

to the tangent of a curved Principal Frontage Line.

f. Setbacks for Principal Buildings shall be as shown in Section 2.4.8. In the case

of an Infill lot, Setbacks shall match
Sethacks. Setbacks may othe
g. Rear Setbacks for QOutbuildings shall be a minimum of
the centerline of the Alley or
or Lane, the rear Setback shall be as shown in Section
h. Building Types shall be as shown in Table 2.
i A minimum Residential housing mix of three Types

one of the other of the existing adjacent
rwise be adjusted by Warrant.

15 feet measured from

Rear Lane easement. In the absence of Rear Alley

248.

(none less than 20%) shall

be required in the General Urban Zone, selected from Table 2.

j. (Reserved)

242 Building Configuration (T4)

a. Private Frontage types shall conform to and be allocated in accordance with

Table 4 and Section 2.4.8.
b. Awnings may encroach the public sidewa

Ik without limit. Stoops may encroach

100% of the depth of a Setback. Open porches and awnings may encroach up
to 50% of the depth of the Setback. Balconies and bay windows may encroach

up to 25% of the depth of the Setback.

¢. Loading docks and service areas shall be permitted on Frontages only by Warrant.

d. Building Heights shall be as shown in Section 2.4.8.

e. (Reserved)

f.
the actual Lot elevation and the base elevation
standards, provided that any first level space shall be
parking or storage space set into the structure
ers, concealed from view of all sfreets,
combination thereof, or other open-air area

(i)

enclosed commercial or retail space to

All specified Building Heights may be increased by the difference between
s required by applicable FEMA

designed for use as (i)

into the second and deeper Lay-
(i) an open market, & loggia or porch or
for recreation,

relaxation or gathering,

the extent permitted by applicable

FEMA requirements, or other use permitted by the Planning Office.

943  Building Function & Density (T4)

a. Buildings in each Transect Zone shall conform to the Functions described in

Tables 5 or 7 and Section 2.4.8.

b. Accessory uses of Limited Lodging or
an Qutbuilding.

Parking Standards (T4)

a. Vehicular parking shall be required as shown in Tables

244

Limited Office shall be permitted within

5and 6.

b. On-street parking available along the Frontage Lines that correspond to each

ot shall be counted toward the parking

requirement of the building on the lot.

c. Maximum Parking ratios may be established by the CRC.

B Dyans Pues-Taezee & Commse
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T4)

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

245

246

247

d. Parking shall be accessed by the Alley or Rear Lane, when such are available
on the Community Plan.

e. Parking lots shall be masked from the Frontage by a Liner Building or Streetscreen
as specified in Section 2.4.5b.

f. All parking areas except for Driveways shall be located at the Third Layer as
ilustrated in Table 10D. Garages shall be at the Third Layer.

g. The reguired parking may be provided within one-quarter mile of the site that it
serves, subject to approval by Variance.

h. (Reserved)

I. (Reserved)

j. Aminimum of one bicycle rack place shall be provided within the Public or Private
Frontage for every ten vehicular parking spaces.

Architectural Standards (T4)

a. Building wall materials may be combined on each Facade only horizontally, with
the heavier below the lighter.

b. Streetscreens should be between 3.5 and 8 feet in height and constructed of
a material matching the adjacent building Facade. The Streetscreen may be
replaced by a hedge or fence by Warrant. Streetscreens shall have openings
no larger than necessary fo allow automobile and pedestrian access.

c. All openings, including porches, galleries, arcades and windows, with the excep-
tion of storefronts, shall be square or verfical in proportion.

d. Openings above the first Story shall not exceed 50% of the total building wall
area, with each Facade being calculated independently.

e. (Reserved)

f. Doors and windows that operate as sliders are prohibited along Frontages.

g. Buildings shall have pitched roofs. Pitched roofs shall be symmetrically sloped
no less than 5:12, except that porches and aftached sheds may be no less than
212,

h. The exterior finish materials on all Facades shall be limited to brick, clapboard,
siding, cementitious siding and/or stucco.

i. Balconies and porches shall be made of painted wood or metal.

j- Fences, if provided within the First Lot Layer, shall be painted. Fences at other
Layers may be of wood board or chain link.

Landscape Standards (T4)

a. A minimum of one tree to match the species of street trees on the Public Front-
age shall be planted within the First Layer for each 30 feet of Frontage Line as
illustrated in Table 10D.

h. (Reserved)

¢. {Reserved}

d. Trees of species matching the planting on the Public Frontage. Lawn shall be permit-
ted.

Signage Standards (T4)

a. One address number no more than 6 inches measured vertically shall be at-
tached to the building in proximity to the principal entrance or at a mailbox.

b. One blade sign for each business may be permanently installed perpendicular
to the Facade. Each shall not exceed 4 square feet .

c. {Reserved)

d. There shall be no signage permitted additional to that specified in this section.

© Duaniy Prarse-Zrpzee & Cowrant
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T4)

City of Lake Chatles, Louisiana
SECTION2.4.8 o

BUILDING HEIGHT
1. Building height shall be ~
measured in number of stories, 27N
excluding a raised basement, or /’ \\
inhabited aftic. Max. » —
2. Each story shall not exceed height N P
14 . clear, floor to celling. ,z’___:u“
3. Maximum height shall be N 2 | h“:%’;l
; measurad fo the eave or roof =
(see Table 1) deck. H 1 s
BUILDING FUNCTION {see Tables 58 7) =2 <. —_—
2. Residential . limited use. .
b.Lodging  limited use -
¢, Office lirmiled use -
d.Retail lmited use BUILDING DISPOSITION
BUILDING HELGHT (see Table 3~ 1. The facades and elevations
a.Prncipal Builiing. | 4 stories ma¥, 2 min. of principal buildings shell be
——— | 2 storiee man. distanced from the lot lines as
b. Qutbuilding - . . | 2sloriesmax.. shown. /| A
LOT OCCUPATION - - LT 2, Facades shall be built along [ e * T s
- : _— the principal frontage to a mini- i D i
alowidn | 18fimo72tmax mum of 60% of ts width, i i| |comerLot
b.LotCaverage . | 70% max i i| | cendtion
— T " | . | |
BUSLDING TYPE (see Table 7). - "'l < 121t min. 24 t, max. 3 fi. min. > |-4 -
a.Edgeyard =i | permitted. . .. . : : ggglll{l);:
b. Sideyard permitied. i oft i i
c.Reéryard : - |- peemitted L_ y , i, il
¢.Coutlyard . - | peimitied
BUILDING DISPOSITION'_- : . ._
a.FrontSeback | 61t min, 18 ft. max.
b.Side Selback | 0 . combined mi. f”ﬁ:“'?“'ﬂ? PLégi:”'E“lT
; — . The glevations u
& RearSelbacI.( Sl I m|n buildings shall be distances from
d. Frontage Buildout - | 60% min ai.selpack- the lot lines as shown.
OUTBUILOING DISPOSITION. *. = = / [ N
a. Froni Selback 1 204 min. + bldg. setback e T e et r——-—-{-ﬁﬁi-iﬂ—rﬁa wwwwwwww T 4
b.SideSetback | 0ft.min.or3#t g ; ———— 34 | comerat
T T
c.RearSebback -+ [-3f o284t : : 3t : Con(?irtic':
PRIVATE FRONTAGES {see Tabie 4] © .+ Low 2 A N
a.Cominon Lawn . | prohibited : { ot 23ﬂ> Il- Mid-Block
b. Porcli & Fence ! permitied - i ; ‘ L or 23 ft. | Condition
c.Jerrace or L.C. i permitted . L_ H 1 0 ft. min. il +
d. Farecourt . 1 permitted
e. Stoop ] peimitted
1, Shopfront & Awning - | permitted
q.Gallery o<t - | permitied - FARKING PROVISIONS
h, Arcade -] probibited - 1. Uncovared parking spaces
. LR may be provided within the 3rd
ISR Layer as shown in the diagram
PARKING PROVISIONS (see Table 10D). /I N
SeeTables5&6 2 C',JVHEd_p?rkmg shail be Secondary Frontage
T B L e of al provided within the 3rd Layer ] [T [T T T T T T T T T T
o 15 1. from center line of afley as shown in the diagram (see | ; |
. . . Table 10D). lo i I
Graphics are illustrative only. Please refer to ' ig | i
actual metrics for setback and height information. 3. Trash containers shall be it ! i
stored within the 3rd Layer. ig I i
"N* stands for any stories above those shown, 1 : '
up to the maximum. Refer to metrics for exact ! | !
rinimums and maximums. :_ ! _:
ﬁtLay§ ‘anLayer"_: 3rd Layer ’ 813

@ Dueen Puazr-Zvzezs & Coveang



BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T5)
City of Lake Charfes, Louisiana

254  Parking Standards (T5)

a. Vehicular parking shall be required as shown in Tables 5 and 6.

b. On-street parking available along the Frontage Lines that correspond to each
lot shall be counted toward the parking requirement of the building on the lot.

¢, Maximum Parking ratios may be established by the CRC.

d. Parking shall be accessed by the Alley or Rear Lane when such is available in
the Community Plan.

e. Parking lots shall be masked from the Frontage by a Liner Building or Streetscreen
as specified in Section 2.5.5Db.

f. All parking areas shall be located at the Third Lot Layer .

g. The required parking may be provided within one-quarter mile of the site that it
serves, subject to approval by Variance.

h. The vehicular entrance of a parking fot or garage on a Frontage shall be no
wider than 30 feet.

i. Pedestrian entrances to all parking lots and parking structures shall be directly
from a Frontage Line. Only underground parking structures may be entered by
pedestrians directly from a Principal Building.

j- A minimum of one bicycle rack place shall be provided within the Public or Private
Frontage for every ten vehicular parking spaces.

255  Architectural Standards (T5)

a. Building wall materials may be combined on each Facade only horizontally, with
the heavier below the lighter.

b. Streetscreens should be between 3.5 and 8 feet in height and constructed of
a material matching the adjacent building Facade. The Streetscreen may be
replaced by a hedge or fence by Warrant. Streetscreens shall have openings
no larger than necessary to allow automobile and pedestrian access.

¢. Allopenings, including porches, galleries, arcades and windows, with the excep-
tion of storefronts, shall be square or vertical in proportion.

d. Openings above the first Story shall not exceed 50% of the total building wall
area, with each Facade being calculated independentiy.

e. The Facades on Retail Frontages shall be detailed as storefronts and glazed
with clear glass no less than 70% of the sidewalk-level story.

f. Doors and windows that operate as sliders are prohibited along Frontages.

g. Buildings may have flat roofs enclosed by parapets or pitched roofs. Pitched
roofs shall be symmetrically stoped no less than 5:12, except that porches and
aftached sheds may be no fess than 2:12.

h. The exterior finish materials on all Facades shall be limited to stone, brick andfor
stucco.

i. Balconies, galleries and arcades shall be made of concrete, painted wood or
metal.

j. Streetscreens shall be located coplanar with the building Facade line as shown
in Table 10D.

B15

& Duary Puarza-Zuaire & Comoant



BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T5)

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana
SECTION2.5.8

BUILDING HEIGET
1. Building height shall be

measured in number of stories, L 1
excluding a raised basement, or N
inhabited attic.
2. Each story shall not exceed 3 e
14 t, clear, floor to ceiling. - fz_f_____\;,:“ Max,
3. Maximum height shall be " 2 min. o height
H measured to the eave or roof t|r=='
{see Table 1} deck, i| i 1
BUILDING FUNCTION {ste Tables 587) 000 ——
a, Residenfial -2 | open lise
b iodgmg : £ open Use;
& Offfice 1 open se:
d. Retall ] open use. BUILDING DISPOSITION
: 1. The facades and elevations
BUILQING HEIGHT (see Tahle e of a building shall be distanced
" & Printipal Buzldmg 8 stories max. 2 i, from the frontage and lof lines
b, Ou!bulEd\ng ++ § 2 slofies max. as shown. / [] ] L] |
R 2. Facedes shall be buiit along r'—"""—"""'_""‘"ﬁ ------------------- "
Lor OCCUPAWN the principal frontage to a mini- . ‘6 - [HEX i
a; Lot Widih: ;18 ft min 200 ﬂ max mum of 70% of its widih. l i Come'r.Lct
b:Lot Co'versgé I '_B_O% m_.-_a'_x s : : Condition
P [* Gftmin 12 fl max. FH, min.t b -
BUILDING. TYPE (see Table 2 = A NS
2 Edgevard T Tohtred « i | Condition
i i
b.Sldeyard PE”_“.!U‘?d : e L w ¢ ft. min. 24 f. max. 1 ¥
¢ Rearyard -7t | permitled i
d. Coutyad | pennmed
BUILDING DISFGSITION :
a, Front Setback. i ‘}ft min; 12 . max OUTBUILDING DISPOSITION
b. Si‘;e- Sélba:gls oot '_“'_"° 2 #‘_‘“"_”‘- 1, The elevalions of the out
¢. Rear Selback - [2a f, min.x e buildings shall be distances from
d. Froniage 8u1|d0ut ] ?0% min at se%back the lot lines &5 shown.
OUTBUILQING DISPOSITION
a, Front Setback - 40!1rraax frum rear prop. / L] L] LI L]
b, Sids Sefback T 0f min2 [ T 4
¢. Rear Selback ; s | 1 !
e o . | 4 Layer %Zr:::ut?
PRIVATE FRONTAGES i »od0fmax [ |
‘s, Commen Lawn R s | I 3ftmax »f b |
b. Porch & Fenge - |- prohiblted " ! ! i | Mid-Blogk
— s LI | Condition
cTerracé or L.C.0o | permitted. i | ok
d. Fdfecélért - | permitted 7 a i Ly O min i
&. Stoop." S| cpermitted -2
- permitted o
fShm'&_A““'."g 8 il PARKING PROVISIONS
g. Gallery permitted )
b Areade . "~ pemmitted 1. Uncovereq park@glspaces
L —— T may be provided within the 3rd
B LR s e Layer as showa in the diagram
PARKING PRDVIS!ONS : (see Table 10D). / i [ L L]
SeeTables5 &6 2. C(')vered.pgrklng shell be i Bl T T T T T T T -1
provided within the 3rd Layer s | l I
*or 15 ft. from center I\ne of a!ley as shown in the diagram {see [ i i
i lustrative only. Pi ‘ Table 10D}, | :
Gr?pflcs .;a(e ! fustra:ul\)re ?(" ¥ 4 he?sﬁtr,e:f b i 3. Trash contziners shall be : i
actual metrics for setback and height information. slored within the 3rd Layer as . ! =
"N" stands for any stories above those shown, snown in the diagram (see Teble L ' :
up to the maximum. Refer to metrics for exact 10D). ! |
minimums and maximums. = L L - J
15t 2nd Layer 3nd L
A i B17
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T6)
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

286 SPECIFIC TO URBAN CORE TRANSECT ZONES (T6)
2.6.1  Building Disposition (T6)

a. Newly platted lots shall be dimensioned according to Section 2.6.8.

b. Buildings shall be disposed in relation to the boundaries of their lots according
to Section 2.6.8.

c. One principal building at the Frontage, and one outbuilding to the rear of the
prinicipal building, may be built on each lof as shown in Table 10C.

d. Lot coverage by building shall not exceed that shown in Section 2.6.8.

e. Facades shall be built parallel to the Principal Frontage Line along a minimum
of 80% of its length on the Setback shown in Section 2.6.8. In the absence of
building along the remainder of the Frontage Line, a Streetscreen shall be buiit
co-planar with the Facade.

f. Setbacks for Principal Buildings shall be as shown in Section 2.6.8. Setbacks
shall match one or the other of the existing adjacent Setbacks. Setbacks may
otherwise be adjusted by Warrant.

g. [Reserved]

h. Building Types shall be as shown in Table 2.

i. [Reserved|

j. Buildings shall have their principal pedestrian entrances on a Frontage Line.

2.6.2  Building Configuration (T6)

a. Private Frontage types shall conform to and be allocated in accordance with
Table 4 and Section 2.6.8.

b. Awnings may encraach the public sidewalk without limit, Steops may encroach
100% of the depth of a Setback. Open porches and awnings may encroach up
to 50% of the depth of the Setback. Balconies and bay windows may encroach
up to 25% of the depth of the Setback.

¢. Loading docks and service areas shall be permitted on Frontages only by Warrant.

d. Building Heights shall be as shown in Section 2.6.8.

e. A first leve! Residential Function or Lodging Function shall be raised a minimum
of 2 feet from average sidewalk grade.

f. Al specified Building Heights may be increased by the difference between
the actual Lot elevation and the base elevations required by applicable FEMA
standards, provided that any first level space shall be designed for use as (i)
parking or storage space setinto the structure into the second and deeper Lay-
ers, concealed from view of all streets, (i) an open market, a loggia or porch or
combination thereof, or other open-air area for recreation, refaxation or gathering,
(iii} enclosed commercial or retail space to the extent permitted by applicable
FEMA requirements, or other use permitted by the Planning Office.

2.6.3  Buiiding Function & Density (T6)

a. Buildings in each Transect Zone shall conform to the Functions described in
Tables 5 or 7 and Section 2.6.8. Functions that do not canform to the require-
ments of Tables 5 or 7 shall require approval by Variance.

b. The Actual Parking available to meet the Required Parking shown on Table 5
shall constitute the Base Density. Functions shall be limited by the Base Den-
sity, subject to upward adjustment in accordance with paragraphs 2.6.3c and
2.8.3d.

¢. First story Commercial shall be permitted throughout and shall be required at
Mandatory Shopfront Frontages.

d. Manufacturing within the first story shall be permitted by Variance.
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS {T6)

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

264

265

2.6.6

Parking Standards (T6)

a. Vehicular parking shall be required as shown in Tables 5 and 6.

b. On-street parking available along the Frontage Lines that correspond to each
lot shall be counted toward the parking requirement of the building on the lot.

¢. Maximum Parking ratios may be established by the CRC.

d. Parking shall be accessed by the Alley or Rear Lane, when such are available
on the Community Plan.

e. Parking lots shall be masked from the Frontage by a Liner Building or Streetscreen
as specified in Section 2.6.5b.

f. All parking areas shall be located at the Third Lot Layer.

g. The required parking may be provided within one-quarter mile of the site that it
serves, subject to approval by Warrant.

h. The vehicular entrance of a parking lot or garage on a Frontage shall be no
wider than 30 feet.

i. Pedestrian entrances to all parking lots and parking structures shall be directly
from a Frontage Line. Only underground parking structures may be entered by
pedestrians directly from a Principal Building.

j. Aminimum of one bicycle rack place shall be provided within the Public or Private
Frontage for every ten vehicular parking spaces.

k. For buildings on Secondary Grids (S-Grids), parking lots may be allowed on the Front-
age by Warrant.

Architectural Standards (T6)

a. Building wall maierials may be combined on each Facade only horizontally, with
the heavier below the lighter.

b. Streetscreens should be between 3.5 and 8 feet in height and constructed of
a material matching the adjacent building Facade. The Streetscreen may be
replaced by a hedge or fence by Warrant, Streetscreens shall have openings
no larger than necessary to allow automabile and pedestrian access.

¢. Allopenings, including porches, galleries, arcades and windows, with the excep-
tion of storefronts, shall be square or vertical in proportion.

d. Openings above the first Story shall not exceed 50% of the total building wall
area, with each Facade being calculated independently.

e. The Facades on Retail Frontages shall be detailed as storeironts and glazed
with clear glass no less than 70% of the sidewalk-level story.

f. Doors and windows that operate as sliders are prohibited along Frontages.

g. Buildings may have flat roofs enclosed by parapets or pitched roofs. Pitched
roofs shall be symmetrically sfoped no less than 5:12, except that porches and
attached sheds may be no less than 2:15.

h. The exterior finish materials on all Facades shall be limited to stone, brick and/or
stucco.

i. Balconies, galleries and arcades shall be made of concrete, painted wood or
metal.

j. Streetscreens shall be located coplanar with the Facades as shown in Table 10C.

Landscape Standards (T6)

a. A minimum of one tree to match the species of street trees on the Public Front
age shall be planted within the First Layer for each 30 feet of Frontage Line as
illustrated in Table 10D.

b. [Reserved]

c. The First Layer shall be landscaped or paved to maich the Public Frontage as
shown in Table 10D.

© Daanr PLas-Tinete & Consany
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T6)

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

d. Trees shall be a species with shade canopies that, at maturity, remain clear of
building Frontages.

@. Trees shall not be required in the First Layer (Table 10D).

2.6.7  Signage Standards (T6)

a. One address number no more than 6 inches measured vertically shall be at-
tached to the building in proximity to the principal entrance or at a mailbox.

b. Blade signs, not to exceed 6 square feet for each separate business entrance,
may be attached perpendicular to the Facade.

c. [Reserved]

d. A single external sign band may be applied to the Facade of each building,
provided that such sign does not exceed 3 feet in height by any length.

e. Signage shall be externally lit, except that signage within the shopfront glazing
may be neon [it,

B Dueny Pose-Losine & Comeany
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS (T6)

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

SECTION 2.6.8
Vot Max.__ | g
BUILDING HEIGHT heighl_" N
1. Building height shall be mea-
sured in number of stories, not 5
incluging a raised basement, or
inhabited atiic. 4
2. Each story shall not exceed 3
14 ft. clear, fioor to cefling.
3. Maxirumn height shall be 2 min.
3 measured {o the eave or roof |“r‘="
{5ee Table 1) deck. il 1
2.6 BUILDING FUNCTION {seé Tables 5871 —l—
a. Residential: ;i 77| “opendse
b. Lodging : '| "open use -
¢, Office-" 5| open'ser

fail: : § open use:

12 J BUILD NG HE!GHT (see Table 3} i
& Principal Bu;ldlng |8 stories max. 2 miri,
b, Gulbmldmg a5 i

BUILDING DISPOSITION

1. The facades and elevations

of 2 building shall be distanced
from the fronlage and lot fines

&5 shown.

: ; 2. Facades shall be built along prorm Y .

12 i tOT OCCUPATION the principal frontage to a mini- a ‘6 f, max

a. Lot Width | 181, min 400 . e mum of B0% of its widlh, i Corner Lot
b. LotCoverage e 90% | fiax o i Condifion

i ; e A
{12 BUILDING TYPE seaTablo 2] o % [ & min i28. max G ft.min 23 1a i
— = id-Blog

a Edgevaid == | prohibited - n : Condition
b, Sigeyert it l P'mhl?“.ed. i : v O fl. min. 24 fl. max, +

c. Rearyar@' o] permited: < " T

d. Courtyard ek Pem‘f“‘?d-."'--

QZG BﬁlLDING SETBACK : IR

aFront Setback = | 0 #dn: 12 . max. ARKING PROVISIONS

bSideseivack [ 0fimn 24 max i ,

“Rear Setback Tt i 1. Uncovered parking spaces
ke - . may be provided within the 3rd
d: Franage | Buxldaui I 80% min at setback Layer as shown in the diagram
{see Table 10D). | | ] ]

GUTBU!LP_I.S_G_SETEAC;( e 2, Covered parking shall be / e Y

a.Front - U provided within the 3rd Layer . 1 4
b.Side . I NA ::2 B as shown in the diagram (see i ! Cormer Lot
S C.Rearii : I NI Table 10D). a | | Condition
o 3. Trash containers shall be i ! n

12 l PRlW\TE FRONTAGES (see Tabfe.‘r) stored within the 3rd Layer as . i | .

2. Common Lawn © - | prohibiteg™ -+ shown in the diagram (see Table : I Mid-Biock
b. Porch & Fence - | prohibiled ™ - 100). " } Condition
CTeraceorLC. - | proiblled - el b N

d. Foradourt -7 | permitted e and Layar

— — —— s Layer

¢/ Stoop = | permitted -

f. Shoptront & Awning - [ permitted -

g; Gallery | permitted™ .. -

h.Arcade’ - |- pemitted -

PARKING PROVISIONS -

See Tables 586"

*or 15 . from center line of alley

Graphics are illusirative only. Please refer to

actual metrics for setback and height information.

"N” stands for any stories above thosa shown,

up to the maximum. Refer to metrics for exact

minimums and maximums.
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 2. LOTS AND BUILDINGS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

2.7 CIVIC FUNCTIONS
271 General
a. Community Plans shall designate, or allow by Warrant or Variance, Civic Space
{C8) and Civic Building (CB).
b. (Reserved)
c. Parking for Civic Functions shall be determined by Warrant.
2.7.2  Civic Space {CS)
a. Civic Spaces may be approved by Warrant in any Transect Zone.
b. Civic Spaces shali be generally designed as described in Table 8.
2.7.3  Civic Building {CB)
a. Civic Buildings shall be approved by Warrant or Variance in any Transect Zone,
on sites reserved for them.
b. Civic Buildings shall not be subject to the Requirements of the Building Scale
Code. The particulars of their design shall be determined by Variance.

2.8 SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
2.8.1 A Community Plan may designate the following special requirements:

a, A differentiation of the Thoroughfares as a Primary-Grid (P-Grid) and a Second-
ary-Grid (S-Grid). Buildings along the P-Grid shall be held to the highest standard
of this Code in support of pedestrian activity. Buildings along the S-Grid may
be more readily considered for Warrants and Variances allowing automobile-
oriented standards. The Frontages assigned to the S-Grid shall not exceed 30%
of the fotal length within a Pedestrian Shed.

b. A designation for Mandatory or Recommended Retail Frontage requiring that
a building provide a Shopfront at sidewalk fevel along the entire length of the
Frontage. The Shopfront shall be no less than 70% glazed in clear glass and
provided with an awning overlapping the sidewalk as generally illustrated in
Table 4. The first floor shall be confined to Retail use through the depth of the
First Layer.

¢. A designation for mandatory or recommended Gallery Frontage, requiring that
a building provide a permanent cover over the sidewalk, either cantilevered or
supported by columns. The Gallery Frontage may be combined with a Retail
Frontage as shown in Table 4.

d. A designation of Coordinated Streetscape Frontage, requiring that the Public and
Private Frontages be coordinated as a single, coherent landscape and paving
design.

e. A designation of Terminated Vista location, requiring that the building be pro-
vided with architectural articulation of a type and character that responds to the
location as approved by the CRC.

f. A designation for Cross Block Passages, requiring a minimum 8-foot-wide
pedestrian access be reserved between buildings.

g. A designation of Buildings of Value, requiring that such buildings and structures
may be altered or demolished only when in accordance with the historic pres-
ervation regulations of the City of Lake Charles,
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE TABLE 1 TRANSECT ZONE DESCRIPTIONS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

TABLE 1: Transect Zone Descriptions. This table provides description of the character of each Transect Zone.

- THE SUB-URBAN ZONE, consists of low density
- “subjurban residential areas, dlffenng by allowing -
. home occupations. Plantmg is naturalistic: with- -
oo getbacks relatwely deep. Blacks may. be large
. and the roads imegula o’accommodate natural
- conditions. - L S

Y THE GENERAL URBAN ZONE consists of

& mixed-use: but primarily. residential urban

. fabric: It has a wide range. of building types:-

- single; szdeyard and fowhouses Setbacks and:-

" landscaping are variable. Streets iyplcally def ne
& medlum-mzed blocks, - .

-Z-THE URBAN CENTER ZONE consists of
ey _fhlgher den51ty mixed-use busldlng types that!
R accommodate retail; off' ices; rowhoises and .
e apanments IthasailghtneMorkofsireets W|th".
" wide sidewalks, steady street free p]anhng and ;

: bulldmgssetclosetothefronlages o

- THE URBAN CORE ZONE consists of the
oo h|ghest densﬁy, with the greatest’ varlety of
~"uses, and civic bu:ldsngs of regional imporiance:
. It may have ftarger blocks; sireets have steady
;- shreet tree planimg and bm[dxngs set close fo*
' the frontages : :
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE TABLE 2 BUILDING TYPES
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

TABLE 2: Building Types. This table approximates the location of the structure relative to the boundaries of each individual lot, establishing
suitable building types for each Transect Zone.

a. Edgeyard: Specific Types - Single family House, Cottage, Villa, Estate House, Urban
Villa. A building that occupies the center of its lot with Setbacks on all sides. This is
the least urban of types as the front yard sets it back from the frontage, while the
side yards weaken the spatial definition of the public Thoroughfare space. The front
yard is intended to be visually continuous with the yards of adjacent buildings. The
rear yard can be secured for privacy by fences and a well-placed Backbuilding and/or
Outbuilding.

b. Sideyard: Specific Types - Charleston Single House, zero-lot-line house. A building
that occupies one side of the lot with the Setback to the other side. The visual opening
ofthe side yard on the streetfrontage causes this building type to appear freestanding.
A shallow frontage Setback defines a more urban condition. If the adjacent building
is similar with a blank party wall, the yard can be quite private. This type permits
systematic climatic orientation in response to the sun or the breeze.

c. Rearyard: Specific Types - Townhouse, Rowhouse, Live-Work unit, perimeter block.
Abuilding that occupies the full frontage, leaving the rear of the lot as the sole yard.
This is a very urban type as the continuous Facade steadily defines the public
Thoroughfare. The rear Elevations may be articulated for functional purposes. In its
Residential form, this type is the Rowhouse. For its Commercial form, the rear yard
can accommodate substantial parking.

d. Courtyard: Specific Types - Patio House. A building that occupies the boundaries
of its lot while internally defining one or more private patios. This is the most urban
of types, as it is able to shield the private realm from all sides while strongly defin-
ing the public Thoroughfare. Because of its ability to accommodate incompatible
activities, masking them from all sides, it is recommended for workshops, Lodging
and schools. The high security provided by the continuous enclosure is useful for
crime-prone areas.

e. Specialized: A building that is not subject to categorization. Buildings dedicated to
manufacturing and transportation are often distorted by the trajectories of machinery.
Civic Buildings, which may express the aspirations of institutions, may be included.
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE TABLE 3 BUILDING CONFIGURATION
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

TABLE 3: Building Configuration. This table shows prescribed building heights for each Transect Zone. The vertical extent of a building is
measured by number of stories, not including a raised basement or an inhabited attic. Heighis are measured from the average grade of the
frantage line to the eave of a pilched roof or to the surface of a flat roof. The term "tower” here refers to an attached or detached addition to
a building, not to an entire building.

Lot wROML

Lot wleROM,

Lot wlarow:

] Min, height,

Note- "N" stands for any stories above those shown, up to the maximum. Refer 1o metrics for exact minimums and maximums.
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

TABLE 4 PRIVATE FRONTAGES

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

TABLE 4: Private Frontages. The Private Frontage is the area between the building and the lot lines.

SECTION PLAN
LOT|R.OW. LOT|R.O.W.
PRIVATE 1|1 PUBLIC PRIVATE 1 PUBLIC

FRONTAGE | FRONTAGE FRONTAGE| FRONTAGE

a. Common Yard: a frontage wherein the Facade is set back sub-
stantially from the frontage line. The front yard created remains
unfenced and is visually continuous with adjacent yards, supporting
a common landscape. The deep Setback provides a buffer from
the higher speed Thoroughfares.

b. Porch & Fence: a frontage wherein the Facade is set back from
the frontage line with an attached porch permitted to encroach. A
fence at the Frontage Line maintains the demarcation of the yard.
The porches shall be no less than 8 feet deep.

c. Terrace or Light Court: a frontage wherein the Facade is set back
from the Frontage Line by an elevated terrace or a sunken light
court. This type buffers Residential use from urban sidewalks and
removes the private yard from public encroachment. The terrace
is suitable for conversion to outdoor cafes.

d. Forecourt: a frontage wherein a portion of the Facade is close to
the Frontage Line and the central portion is set back. The fore-
court created is suitable for vehicular drop-offs. This type should
be allocated in conjunction with other frontage types. Large trees
within the forecourts may overhang the sidewalks.

e. Stoop: a frontage wherein the Facade is aligned close to the Front-
age Line with the first story elevated from the sidewalk sufficiently
to secure privacy for the windows. The entrance is usually an
exterior stair and landing. This type is recommended for ground-
floor Residential use.

f. Shopfront and Awning: a frontage wherein the Facade is aligned
close to the Frontage Line with the building entrance at sidewalk
grade. This type is conventional for Retail use. It has a substantial
glazing on the sidewalk level and an awning that may overlap the
sidewalk to the maximum extent possible.

g. Gallery: a frontage wherein the Facade is aligned close to the Front-
age Line with an attached cantilevered shed or a lightweight colon-
nade overlapping the sidewalk. This type is conventional for Retail
use. The gallery shall be no less than 10 feet wide and may overlap
the whole width of the sidewalk to within 2 feet of the Curb.

h. Arcade: a frontage wherein the Facade is a colonnade that over-
laps the sidewalk, while the Facade at sidewalk level remains at
the Frontage Line. This type is conventional for Retail use. The
arcade shall be no less than 12 feet wide and may overlap the
whole width of the sidewalk to within 2 feet of the curb.

© Duasy PLater-Zrazre & Company
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

TABLE 5 & 6 BUILDING FUNCTION & PARKING

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

TABLE 5; Building Function - General. This table categorizes building functions within Transect Zones. For greater precision

describing the functions, see Table 7.

. RESIDENTIAL ~

e 500 square feet

Restricted Residential: The number of :
| dwellings on each lot is restricted lo one:

* |-wathin 2 principal building and one within an -
- I ancillary biziding, with 2.0 parking plages
. [-for. each; Both dwellings shall be under:
'-smgle ownershrp . The: habitable area af’
- the ancifiary’ dwellrng shall _not

ceed .

_(See Table )i

'Limited’ Residential:The: number of :
‘dwellings oneach 101 is: limited: by. the .
rigiirément of 1.5 parking places foreach
dwelling; 4 ratio: which may be: reduced
i accordrngtothe shared parkrng s(andards

Open Resrdentlal The: number of
dwellings an- each ot is limited by the
requrrement of 1.5 parkrng placesfureach
“dwefling, a rafio' which may be reduced
accordrngtoiheshared parkrng srandards

" b.LODGING'

: Resirrcted Lodgmg The numberef bed -
“roomé availeble on each lot for lodging is
limited by the requirement of 1.0 assigned
parking place for each bedroom, uptofive;
|/ addition to the parking requirerent for_'_.
1hedwelhng Foodservice maybe prowded :

‘ Limited Lodging: The number. of bed-
160ms available 6ri each It for lodging Is':
‘fmitéd by the requireméntof 1, [Gassigned”.

. parklng place for edch: bedroam;: up to

: twelve; in addition o the pariung require-:

‘ment farthe dwellmg Foodservice maybe:

“| provided in the a.m. The maximum length:
of slay shall not exceed len days

‘Open Lodging: The number ofbedrooms
- available on'each lof for lodging is Emited

bythereglirementof 1.0 assigned parking:
.place foreachbedroor, Food_servrcemay'
: be provd d atall trmes :

T o

B each dweiiang

Restricted: Office;" The' building: area'”
| availablé: for: office’ use: on each ot is:
:[:restricted fo the first story of thé principal.
;orthe ancillary building and by the reqiiife:
‘ment of 3.0"assigned parking, places per'
1000 square feetof: net office” space in:
addition’ {o the’ parklng reqwrement forj.

L|m|ted Offic ice; The bm[dlng area avall- -
‘able for office use. on each lot is Irmrtes
fo the first story of the principal building
‘andjor to the ancnlary building, and by the -
requrremenl 0f3.0assigned parking p%aces :
per 1000 square. feet of net office; space;
in‘addition to the parklng requrrement for :
: each dwellrng . :

Open Office! The building area gvailable
far office & on each lot is limited by the
: requrrementofz Oassrgnedparkrng places
per ?GUU square fee% of net off ice space .

- d.RETAIL | F

Res!ncted Retall Thebuﬂdlngaseaavarl :
| able for retail Use is restricted to one bidck:
1| corner localion at the'first story for each.

|- 300 dweiling units and by the réquirement
| of 4.0 assigned parking places per 1000

b squarefeetofne!retarlspacemaddmunto-:
“[.the parking requirement of each dwelling.
This specific use shall be fuirther limited to -
23 nerghborhood sture urfood serwceseatrng'g :

_errte_d RetarI:Theburldr_nga_reaa'vail_able'_-'
“for retail use s limited to thi first story of |- for retail use s limited by the requirement
- buiidings atcomerlocaions, notmore thari
one pex block; and by the requuement of squarefeet of nel reta|| space
4.0 assigned; parking places per 1000 (| RS Vo
squarefeet of e retail spacein addition ta:
“the parking reqmreme_m_ of each dwelling.~
< The specilic Usé shall be further limited to°
neaghborhoodstore erfoodsewlceseallng :
: nomorethan40 B

Open Retail: The buiding area availabie

‘of 3.0 assigned parking places per 1000

seomer

[soorer

. f.OTHER:

:_E‘;_'ee Table 7.

S'eeTabIe;I.: L

TABLE 6: Parking Calculation. The Required Parking table summarizes the parking requirements of Table 5 for each site or,

conversely, the amount of building allowed on each site given the parking available.

REQUIRED PARKING (See table§) - " . '~~~ SHARNG FACTOR"_ L

m i 75 7 e s
b RESIDENTIAL{ 2ordweumg.'__’:j [ 5/ devv[{ang | 101'dwelllng = ~ | -:__RES!D_I_EN_TI N\ ':'_-:'RESIDEN_T'_lAL{_-
[~ Lobemg | " 10/bedoom | " 1.0/bsdiaom. |- 1.0/ bedroom " ooene N\ T
B ._.;_.OFEK_;E:.-[;__3_.q1_1_o_o_r_J_sq o] 307100085, ﬂ | 200100011 G .::_QicE___:::..__; =
e RETAlL-I- 4.0/10004g, f_‘:'._ S| antt000sg f | -3.0/1000 sq ﬂ,.-_ ~RETAIL.
[ Gvic | Tobe delermined by Werant Bistan
| OTHERl To be Getermined by Warrart.
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE

TABLE 7 BUILDING FUNCTION-SPECIFIC

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

TABLE 7: Specific Function. This table expands the Building Function categories of Table 5 to delegate specific functions within

Transect Zones. Table 7 shouid be customized for local character and requirements,

a. RESIDENTIAL

=+ Apartment Building §-7: " [17730 [-

f. OTHER: AGRICULTURE

_-RowHouse | 71|

Grain Storage' |

“i. Duglex House:| -] -

- Livestack Pen: |- Lo

: Szdeyard House

. Greenhouse |

Coltage':

s Stab!ei

* House [

f QTHER: AUTOMO’FNE

Estate House:

Acce5§o;_-y Unit

o Mﬁaufa'cw House.

v Temporary Tenl:

E.weWorkUnni i
b. LODG!NG

- Hotel (nd rogm limit) [ 57

v lan {up fo:42 rooms) |

i Irin ({l'p ta 5 rooms);

8RO, hosiel

Schoo! Dorimitory. [+
¢, OFFICE

"1 Office Building: | . T

- Work-Live Unit:| - i
d. RETAIL

i Open-Market Building: | 2]

45 Retall Building: | SR

- Disp!éyGa!Iery'l'_-._-'_' 5

.’ Restauranf. | e

L[quor Selllng Estabhshzuent i R

" Adult Entertaipment {7 . o
g, CIVIC

./ Bus Shelter. | ]~ {

- Convertion Center. |+~

- Conterence Center | |

. Exhibifion Center | - -

o Faur_m_téin or Public Att: | 7

Lirary | 2 [

Tive Theater [/

MovueTheater[

i “Muselim: [

OuidoorAudltorlum [

<7 Parking Striictire; [

s PassengerTermmal I

i Playgroundl e el R E T

 Sports Stadium |

---_Surface Parking Lot | |- [0 [ 0|

- Religious Assembly | R
& Duaser Pranes-Zraeas & Company

T e e

: AuiomoblieSemca].{ i Bl

- Truck Malntenancs [ :: |

- Drive ~Through Famllty |

“Restsop] [

. Roadside Stand | |

Bl|b03rd I e _- 3

Shopplng Cénter |

f. OTHER: CIVIL SUPPORT

** Shopping Mall | =

<o Fire Staton |17

" Polige Station. |

- Cemetary |1

. Fueral Home [~

R : HOSPi_{a!- I

. Medical Clinic: |

f. OTHER EDUCATION

. College | -

<" High School I s

7 Trada Schaot [ o8

< Elemantary Schoot [

f. OTHER: INDUSTRIAL

. Other- Childcare Center |- [

- Haawy it Facly | -

. Light Indiustriat Facility. || | 2o

22 Truck Depot [ G

" Laboratory Facilty T

-+ Water Supply Fagility ||

Soworand WashoFacly | |

. Eleshric Substation I

¢ Cremiation Faciity'| -

"7 Warehouse

~ .+ Produge Storage I s

. Mini-Storage | -

1 BYRIGHT
i BYWARRANT
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE TABLE 8 CIVIC SPACE
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

a. Park: Anatural preserve available for unstructured recreation. A park may be inde-
pendent of surrounding building frontages. Its landscape shall consist of paths and
trails, meadows, woodland and open shelters, all naturalistically disposed. Parks
may be lineal, following the trajectories of natural corridors. The minimum size shall
be 15 acres. Larger parks may be approved by warrant as districts in all zones.

b. Green: Anopen space, available for unstructured recreation. Agreen may be spatially
defined by landscaping rather than building frontages. Its landscape shall consist
of lawn and trees, naturalistically disposed. The minimum size shall be 2 acres and
the maximum shall be 15 acres.

c. Square: An open space available for unstructured recreation and civic purposes. A
square is spatially defined by buildirig frontages. Its landscape shall consist of paths,
lawns and trees, formally disposed. Squares shall be located at the intersection of
important thoroughfares. The minimum size shall be 1 acre and the maximum shall
be 5 acres.

-
. [

= EHEOEEEDEDEEDEHEE
3
T OAOOOEIEDEEOGOOC)

d. Plaza: Anopen space, available for civic purposes and commercial activities. Aplaza
shall be spatially defined by building frontages. Its landscape shall consist primarily of
pavement. Trees are optional. Plazas shall be located at the intersection of important
streets. The minimum size shall be 1 acre and the maximum shall be 2 acres.

e. Playground: An open space designed and equipped for the recreation of children.
A playground shall be fenced and may include an open shelter. Playgrounds shall
be interspersed within residential areas and may be placed within a block. Play-
grounds may be included within parks and greens. There shall be no minimum or
maximum size.

B29

© Duany Puatzr-Zigeas & Company



BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE TABLE 9 SUMMARY OF SPECIAL DISTRICTS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

Table 9: Special District Summary. Special Districts (SD) are areas that cannot or should not comply with this Code. The metrics for
each column of this fable (SD1, SD2, etc.) are to be filled out with the details of Special Districts designated after the effective date of this
Code, as each is approved, For existing Special Districts under zoning in piace before the effective date of this Code, refer to the existing
local codes and ordinances. More pages can be added,

O DISTRH}T_ . L OISTRICT_..- )

I BISTRICT - - I DISIRICT. : - | DISTRICT: - 1 DISTRICT. .

I DISTRICT - I

4, ALLOGATION OF ZONES .5
St Clovter | X R
b THD vitage - I % - E .
T e

© B; BASE DEMSITY ALLOGATION 0 1o i P
i, Houslagtiy Righl- Xunitk ecavg | B R
b By ToR S Byt e

TG Othei Fanelions 35 X oo L

-~ a Block Partmeter [ X0 T

- D, PUBLIC FRONTAGES. |
4, Ruial Road - [ X773 I
b, Standard Road: [ x0T

© & Residentiat Roadl - X -

3. Residuntlal StraatE:
4. Standard Sirast §
© [ Commarclal Strestl -

g, Avanun:ic ;

b Beulivard
- 1; Rear Lane -

< ) Rear Alkey:

N l.Fﬂb HERHEEN
|, Fagsage™. 00
m, Bleysle Trall

- n, Bltyele Lam
0. Blcyels Raute

X
X
X
X
X
X
Ko
X
X
X
X
X
X
A

E. BVt SPACES

A Park

b Grean
g, Bquare
| dy Flaza
.- 9, Playgroung :
- . LOF OCCURATION - 1 i L S

aoteewiath s o e

bi Lot Covariqa s Fox0 0T

sfsclse|xi |

Kowsoaso |

G. BUILDING SETBACK - IR
w, Front Salbaek o §o X T
b. Side Swtback Gl [
e RearSeiback o Lo T
© . BUILING TYPE . ;
3. Edgeyaed X N S
b Sideyard o X0 1
e, Rearyard oo o N

><.

1. PRIVATE FRONTAGES TYPE. " .~ -
. 4. Common Yard Lt

b Porch & Fanea- |-

o Taprance ar L.C. I

o d. Forecourt - |-

e Stoop i |

f, Shoplront...: i

R e

1

1

e

< by Arade
1, Parking Lok

2| 3¢ [ i i

3 BUILDING HEIGHT S
3. Principal Bulklingd- X [..:
b Outbullding o T %

" K. BUILOING FUNCTION .
2. Residential - T

. btedging o X
e ptier T
4. Refall T %

vt |
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE TABLE 10 DEFINITIONS ILLUSTRATED
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

A. THOROUGHFARE & FRONTAGES

T l oloa | et | e | e | oa
| Private Lot T Thoroughfare (R.0.W.) -T Private Lot 1
B. TURNING RADIUS C. BUILDING DISPOSITION
2 2
N §
2
................... g
= 1- Principal Building
2- Backbuilding
7 L
" 1-Radius at the Curb L| 3-Outbuilding
LAGh -__. — 7 2FEffective Turning Radius ( 8 ft) 1/
D.LOT LAYERS E. FRONTAGE & LOT LINES
T T
!
! 3rd Layer
1 |
i gl
|
i E "JL ﬂ
! g 2nd L 2
= Ul “g. 1-Frontage Line
i i 2-Lot Line
o] 1st Layer | g
i3 SrnokaEionase i i vl |, e e e T 3ifacades
J Lj 4-Elevations
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 4 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

This Article provides definitions for terms in this Code that are technical in nature or that
otherwise may not reflect a common usage of the term. If a term is not defined in this
Article, then the Planning office shall determine the correct definition of the term.

DEFINITIONS

Affordable Housing: dwellings consisting of rental uniis or for-sale units. Boih
shall be economically within the means of the equivalent of the starting salary of a
local elementary school teacher.

Ancillary Unit: an apartment not greater than 600 square feet sharing ownership
and utility connections with a Principal Building. An Ancillary Unit may or may not
be within an outbuilding. Anciliary Units do nof count toward maximum density
calculations (see Tables 6 and 10).

Apartment: a dwelling unit sharing a building and a |ot with other dwellings and/or
uses. Apariments may be for rent or for sale as condominiums.

Attic: an interior space that occurs within the roof structure, whether conditioned
or unconditioned.

Backbuilding: a single-story structure connecting a principai building to an outbuild-
ing (see Table 10).

Block: the aggregate of private lots, passages, rear lanes and alleys, circumscribed
by thoroughfares.

Block Face: the aggregate of all the building facades on one side of a block. The
Block Face provides the context for establishing architectural harmony.

Building Configuration: the form of a building, based on its massing, private
frontage, and height.

Building Disposition: the placement of a building on its Iot (see Tables 2 & 8}.
Building Function: the uses accommodated by a building and its lot. Functions
are categorized as Restricted, Limited, or Open, aceording to the intensity of the
use (see Tables 5 & 7).

Building Height: the vertical extent of a building measured in stories, not including
a raised basement or a habitable attic. Height limits do not apply to masts, belfties,
clock towers, chimney flues, water tanks, elevator bulkheads and similar struc-
tures. Building Height shall be measured from the average grade of the enfronting
thoroughfare to the eave of a pitched roof or to the surface of a flat roof (see Table
3}

Building Type: a structure category determined by function, disposition on the lot,
and configuration, including frontage and height.

By Right Permit: a proposal for a building or community plan that complies with
this code and may thereby be processed administratively, without public hearing
(see Warrant, Variance).

Civic: the term defining not-for-profit organizations dedicated to arts, culture, educa-
tion, recreation, government, transit, and municipal parking.

Civic Building: a building designed specifically for a Civie Function. The particulars
of their design shall be determined by Variance,

Civic Parking Reserve: parking structure or lot within a quarter-mile of the site
that it serves. Space may be leased or bought from this Reserve to satisfy parking

© Dusty Puizs-Zrassx & Cownany
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 4 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

requirements.

Civic Space: an outdoor area dedicated for public use. Civic Space types are defined
by the combination of certain physical constants including the relationship between
their intended use, their size, their landscaping and their enfronfing buildings.
Commercial: the term collectively defining workplace, Office and Retail func-
tions.

Common Destination: An area of focused community activity defining the ap-
proximate center of a Pedestrian Shed. It may include without limitation one or
more of the following: a Civic Space, a Civic Building, a Commercial center, a bus
stop. A Common Destination may act as the social center of a Neighborhood. (See
Section 2.7 Civic Function).

Cottage: an Edgeyard Building Type. Asingle-family dwelling, on a regular lot, often
shared with an Ancillary Building in the rear yard.

Courtyard Building: a building that occupies the houndaries of its lot while infernally
defining one or more private patios.

Curb: the edge of the vehicular pavement defailed as a raised curb or flush to a
swale. The Curb usually incorporates the drainage system.

Density: the number of dwelling units within a standard measure of land area,
usually given as units per acre.

District: see Special District.

Downtown Development Authority: Part of the Planning Office, the DDA s es-
tablished pursuant to Ordinance 11646 and has jurisdiction over the permitting of
a project, .

Driveway: a vehicular lane within a lot, usually leading to a garage. A Driveway in
the First Layer may be used for parking if it is no more than 18 feet wide, thereby
becoming subject to the constraints of a parking lot.

Edgeyard Building: a building that occupies the center of its lot with Setbacks on
all sides.

Effective Turning Radius: the curved edge of a Thoroughfare at an intersection,
measured at the inside edge of the vehicular tracking {accounting for parked cars).
The smaller the Turning Radius, the smaller the pedestrian ¢rossing distance and
the more slowly the vehicle is forced to make the turn. {See Table 10.}

Elevation: an exterior wall of a building not along a Frontage Line. See: Facade
{see Table 10)

Enfront: to place an element along a frontage line, as in “porches enfront the
street.”

Entrance, Principal: the main point of access of pedestrians into a building.
Estate House (Syn.: Country house, Villa): an Edgeyard Building Type. A single-
family dwelling on a very large lot of rural character, often shared by one or more
Ancillary Buildings

Facade: the exterior wall of a building that is set along a Frontage Line (see Eleva-
tion; Frontage Line).

Frontage Line: those lot lines that coincide with a public frontage. Facades along
Frontage Lines define the public realm and are therefore more regulated than the
Elevations that coincide with other Lot Lines {see Table 10).
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 4 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

Home Occupation: non-retail Commercial enterprises permitted in Zones T3-6.
The work quarters should be invisible from the frontage, located either within the
house orin an Outbuilding. Permitted activities are defined by the Restricted Office
category (Tables 5 and 7).

House (Syn.: Single): an Edgeyard Building Type. A single-family dwelling on a
large lot, often shared with an Ancillary Building in the rear yard.

independent Building: a building designed by a different architect from the adjacent
buildings.

Layer: a range of depth of a lot within which certain elements are permitted (see
Table 10).

Liner Building: a building specifically designed to mask a parking lot or a parking
garage from a frontage. A Liner Building, if less than 30 feet deep and two stories,
shall be exempt from parking requirements.

Live-Work: a fee-simple dwelling unit that contains a Commercial component
anywhere in the unit. {Syn.: Flexhouse.) (See Work-Live.}

Lodging: premises available for daily and weekly renting of bedrooms. The area
allocated for food service shall be calcuiated and provided with parking according
to Retail use.

Lot Line: the boundary that legally and geometrically demarcates a lot {see Front-
age Line). Such lines appear graphically on Building Scale Plans. Codes reference
ot lines as the baseline for measuring Setbacks (see Table 10).

Lot Width: the length of the principal Frontage Line of a lot.

Manufacturing: premises available for the creation, assemblage and/for repair of
arfifacts, using table-mounted electrical machinery and including their retail sale.
Meeting Hall: a building available for gatherings, including conferences. It should
accommodate at least one room equivalent to a minimum of 10 square feet per
projected dwelling unit within the pedestrian shed in which the meeting hallis located.
A Meeting Hall shall be completed upon the sale of 75% of the dwelling units. The
Meeting Hall may be used for the marketing purposes of the development until the
sale of 75% of the dwelling units, at which time control of its use shall be given to
the Community Council,

Mixed Use Building: multiple functions within the same building through superimposi-
fion or adjacency.

Neighborhood: an urbanized area at least 40 acres that is primarily Residential.
A Neighborhood shall be based upon a partial or entire Standard Pedestrian Shed.
The physical center of the Neighborhood should be located at an important traffic
intersection associated with a Civic or Commercial institution.

Office: premises available for the transaction of general business but excluding
Retail, artisanal and Manufacturing uses.

Outbuilding: an Ancillary Building, usually located towards the rear of the same
Iot as a Principal Building. It is sometimes connected to the Principal Building by
a Backbuilding. Outbuildings shall not exceed 600 square feet of habitable space,
excluding parking areas (see Table 10).

Parking Structure: a building containing two or more stories of parking. Parking
Structures shall have Liner Buildings at the first story or higher.
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 4 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

Passage (PS): a pedestrian connector passing between buildings, providing short-
cuts through long blocks and connecting rear parking areas to frontages. Passages
may be roofed over.

Path {PT): a pedestrian way fraversing a park or rural area, with landscape matching
the contiguous open space. Paths should connect directly with the urban sidewalk
network.

Primary-Secondary Grid: thoroughfare designations appearing on the Regulating
Plan. Buildings on the P-Grid are subject to all of the provisions of this Code. Build-
ings on the S-Grid are exempt from certain provisions, allowing for Warranted open
parking lots, unlined parking decks, drive-throughs and hermetic building fronts.
Principal Buiiding: the main building on a lot, usually located toward the frontage
(see Table 10).

Private Frontage; the privately held layer between the Frontage Line and the
Principal Building facade. The structures and landscaping within the Private Front-
age may be held to specific standards. The variables of Private Frontage are the
depth of the Setback and the combination of architectural elements such as fences,
stoops, porches and galleries (see Table 4).

Public Frontage: the area between the curb of the vehicular lanes and the Front-
age Line. Elements of the Public Frontage include the type of curb, walk, planter,
street tree and streetlight.

Rear Alley (AL): a vehicular driveway located to the rear of lots providing access
to service areas and parking, and containing utility easements. Alleys should be
paved from building face to building face, with drainage by inverted crown at the
center or with roll curbs at the edges.

Rear Lane {LA): a vehicular driveway located to the rear of lots providing access
fo parking and Outbuildings and containing utility easements. Rear Lanes may be
paved lightly to driveway standards. Its streeiscape consists of gravel or landscaped
edges, no raised curb and is drained by percolation.

Rearyard Building: a building that occupies the full Frontage Line, leaving the
rear of the Iot as the sole yard. This is a more urban type, as the continuous Fa-
cade spatially defines the public thoroughfare. For its residential function, this type
yields a Rowhouse. For its Commercial function, the rear yard can accommodate
substantial parking.

Residential: premises available for long-term human dwelling.

Retail: premises available for the sale of merchandise and food service.

Retail Frontage Line: Frontage Lines designated on a Community Plan that
require the provision of a Shopfront, causing the ground level to be available for
retail use.

Rowhouse: a single-family dwelling that shares a party wall with another of the
same type and occupies the full Frontage Line (Syn: Townhouse; see Rearyard
Building).

Secondary Grid: see Primary-Secondary Grid.

Setback: the area of a lof measured from the lot line o a building Facade or
Elevation. This area must be maintained clear of permanent structures with the
exception of; galleries, fences, garden walls, arcades, porches, stoops, balconies,
bay windows, terraces and decks (that align with the first Story level) which are
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 4 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

permitted to encroach into the Setback.

Shared Parking Policy: an accounting for parking spaces that are available to more
than one function. The requirement is reduced by a factor, shown as a calculation.
The Shared Parking ratio varies according to multiple functions in close proximity
which are unlikely to require the spaces at the same time {see Tables § and 6).
Sideyard Building: a building that occupies one side of the lot with a Setback to
the other side.

Sidewalk: the paved layer of the Public Frontage dedicated exclusively to pedestrian
activity.

Specialized Building: a building that is not subject to Residential, Commercial, or
Lodging classification. Most Specialized Buildings are dedicated to Manufacturing
and transportation, and are distorted by the trajectories of machinery.

Special District (SD): Special District designations shall be assigned to areas that,
by their intrinsic Function, Disposition, or Configuration, cannot conform to one of
the six Transect Zones specified by this Code. Typical Districts may include large
parks, institutional campuses, refinery sites, airports, efc.

Story: a habitable level within a building of no more than 14 feet in height from
finished floor to finished ceiling. Attics and raised basements are not considered
stories for the purposes of determining building height. (See Building Height.)
Streetscape: the Urban element that establishes the major part of the public
realm. The streetscape is composed of thoroughfares (travel lanes for vehicles
and bicycles, parking lanes for cars, and sidewalks or paths for pedestrians) as well
as the visible private frontages (building Facades and Elevations, porches, yards,
fences, awnings, etc.), and the amenities of the Public Frontages (street trees and
plantings, benches, streetlights, ete.).

Streetscreen: sometimes called Streetwall. A freestanding wall built along the
frontage line, or coplanar with the Facade, often for the purpose of masking a
parking lot from the thoroughfare. Streetscreens [should] be between 3.5 and 8
feet in height and constructed of a material matching the adjacent building Facade.
The Streetscreen may be a hedge or fence by Warrant. Streetscreens shall have
openings no larger than is necessary to allow automobile and pedestrian access. |n
addition, all Streetscreens over 4 feet high should be 30% permeable or articulated
to aveid blank walls.

Substantial Modification: alterations to a building that are valued at more than
50% of the replacement cost of the entire building, if new.

Town Center: the mixed-use center or main Commercial carridor of a community. A
Town Centerin & hamlet or small TND may consist of little more than a meeting hall,
corner store, and main civic space. A Town Center for RCD or TOD communities
may be a substantial downtown Commercial area, often connected to other Town
Centers by transit.

Townhouse: Syn. Rowhouse. {See Rearyard Building.)

Transect: a system of ordering human habitats in a range from the most rural to
the most urban.

Transect Zone (T-Zone): One of six Zones that are administratively similar fo the
land-use zones in conventional codes, except that in addition to the usual building
use, Density, height, and Setback requirements, other elements of the intended
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BUILDING SCALE SMARTCODE ARTICLE 4 DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
City of Lake Charles, Louisiana

habitat are integrated, including those of the private lot and building and the en-
fronting public Streetscape. The elements are determined by their location on the
Transect scale. The T-Zones are: T1 Natural, T2 Rural, T3 Sub-Urban, T4 General
Urban, T5 Urban Center, and T6 Urban Core (see Table 1).

Transition Line; a horizontal line spanning the full width of a Facade, expressed
by a material change or by a continuous horizontal articulation such as a cornice
or a balcony.

Turning Radius: see Effective Turning Radius.

Type: a category determined by Function, Disposition, and Configuration, including
size or extent. {See also: Building Type.)

Variznce: a ruling that would permit a practice that is not consistent with either a
provision or the Purpose of this Code (Section 1.2). Variances are usually granted
by the Board of Appeals in a public hearing. See Section 1.5.

Warrant: a ruling that would permit a practice that is not consistent with a specific
provision of this Code, but is justified by its Purpose (Section 1.2). Warrants are
usually granted administratively by the CRC. See Section 1.5.

Work-Live: a fee-simple mixed-use unit with a substantial Commercial component
that may accommodate employees and walk-in trade. Therefore the unit shall require
ADA compliance for accessibility. {Syn.; Live-With.) {(See Live-Work.)
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